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"A future with a past" 





LANDMARK ASSOCIATION OF BG(WC DECEMBER 2011 
THANK YOU 
The Landmark Association expresses its appreciation to all those who helped 
with our Christmas Tour of Homes, especially our sponsor Meyer Mortgage, our 
Christmas Home Tour chairman Miranda Clements, the poster designer Sheila 
Flener, our Board of Directors, all the other volunteers who helped at the individual 
properties, and the donors to the silent auction. 
The tour is one of Landmark's chief fundraisers and serves as an educational event 
for all those who attend. Our sincerest thanks to those who opened their homes or 
businesses for the tour: 
Jane Morris 
Tim & Linda Leigh of Select, Inc. 
Montessori School of Bowling Green 
Downtown Redevelopment Authority 
Doug Gorman 
Steve & Patsy Morgenthaler 
Ed Faye 
Michael & Linda Barron of Morris Jewelry 
Greg & Theresa Davis Shea of Tea Squares 
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" Hildabrand Receives Heritage Award for 
Preservation Commitment 
Jason Hildabrand, owner of Hildabrand Interiors and 
Restoration, received the Heritage Award, Landmark's 
highest honor, at the Association's annual meeting in 
May. Besides his supervision of the Pump House project, 
Hildabrand has restored his own home, the Leander Greer 
House. The home was featured an HGTV in the fall of 
2007. The Greer House has been on several tours since 
Jason purchased and began renovating it in 2006. The 
Greer House has received numerous awards; including 
the Operation P.R.I.D.E. Award, the LandmarkAssociation 
Historic Home Award, and has Joson Hifdabrond wah the 2011 
been featured in Kentucky Homes Heritage Award, Landmark's 
and Gardens Magazine in the July/ highest honor. 
The Greer House. 
August 2008 special edition issue entitled "Designer's Own 
Homes." For more informatian about Hildabrand Interiors 
and Restoration ar the Leander Greer House, visit http:// 
hildabrandinteriors.com/index.html. Hildabrand has also 
served on Landmark Association's board af directars, chaired 
the Association's Christmas tour, and has worked on numerous 
historic preservation projects throughout the area ..... 
PUMP HOUSE, CA. 1926,700 EAST MAIN, BOWLING GREEN, KY 
These beautiful, 6 'I." x 4 '/2 " colored note cards of the Pump Hause dane by 
local artist Misha Ambrosia are available from the Association in bundles of 10 for 
$4. Contact the office if you would like same, or would like a price list af our other 
note cards, books, maps, and ather merchandise. 
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Mr. Browning Would Be Pleased 
By Jean E. Nehm 
British poet Robert Browning (1812-1889) enjoyed a 
crescendo of popularity in the late 1800s in both England 
and the United States. Admirers formed Browning Clubs or 
Browning Societies in order to read and study his poetry. In 
America, the first Browning Clubs were in Boston (1885), 
Chicago (1886), and Philadelphia (1888) (Greer 165-169). In 
an article about literary clubs in New York, it was written that no 
"city with any pretensions to culture was without its Browning 
society at this time" (Hawley 5). Bowling Green, Kentucky could 
be considered among those cultured locales, for in 1895, Daisy 
Cooke, Minnie Cooke, Nan Cooke, Florence Dillard, and Nora 
Greerfounded a Browning Club here. They spenttheirfirst year 
studying Browning's works in general. The next year, with Mary 
Armitage and Mattie Hatcher joining the group, the women 
concentrated on Browning's monumental, book-length poem, 
The Ring and the Book, described by a contemporary critic as 
"beyond all parallel the supremest poetical achievement of our 
time" (Buchanan qtd. in Loucks and Stauffer 508). 
Studying poetry together was a popular activity in those years, 
and more members joined the Browning Club. However, they 
decided to broaden their study to other authors in addition 
to Robert Browning and turned their attention to the Bible, 
Shakespeare, Dante, Great Baoks, World Literature, and 
other themes. They did return to the poet for the 1936 -
1937 year, when the program theme was "A Year with Robert 
Browning" and in 1977 - 1978 for "Robert Browning and His 
Contemporaries. /I 
Linda Surface, a member since 1954, is fond of saying that 
a year in the Browning Club is equivalent to taking a course 
at Western Kentucky University. Nancy Cheek adds that 
preparing for a program is akin to writing a master's thesis 
every year. A schedule from 1961 - 1962, during which the 
ladies studied Nineteenth Century American literature, is an 
excellent example. 
September 23 Introduction: The New Nation Mrs. Graves 
and the House Divided 
October 13 Emerson and the Miss Hatcher 
Transcendentalists 
October 27 James Fenimore Cooper Mrs. Surface 
November 10 The Historians Mrs. Duncan 
December 5 Nathaniel Hawthorne Miss Richards 
January 12 Longfellow, Whittier, Mrs. Gingles 
Holmes, and Lowell 
February 9 Washington Irving Mrs. Dowse 
February 23 Herman Melville Mrs. Burford 
March 9 Walt Whitman Mrs. Bryant 
March 27 Sidney Lanier and Mrs. Cheek 
Emily Dickinson 
April 13 Samuel Clemens Mrs. Parrish 
May 18 Henry Thoreau Gordon Wilson 
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Twice a month, the ladies, wearing dresses, hats, and 
gloves, would gather at a member's home to listen to the 
hostess' program. The purpose of the club, according to the 
Constitution, was "to enhance the knowledge and scholarship 
of the members," so each member felt the responsibility to 
be well prepared. In 1955, the day before it was time to give 
her very first program, Georgeanna Hagerman came down 
wit han i no ppo rtu ne ---.. -------------------------------------
case of laryngitis. With 
some trepidation, she 
called the president, 
Mattie Hatcher, and 
"croaked" that she 
would be unable to 
host the Browning Club. 
Miss Mattie replied, 
"You will give your 
program!" With a true 
spirit of dedication, Mrs. 
Hagerman did deliver 
her program and even 
now loves to share the 
story of this strict but 
beloved early member 
of the club. 
Miss Frances 
Richards was another 
inspirational member. 
As the first editor of the 
College Heights Herald 
and a former English 
professor at VVestern, 
she welcomed some of 
her own former students 
into the Browning Club, 
including Ann Fields, 
Marge Sagabiel, and 
Clarice Scarborough. 
Today, Mrs. Sagabiel 
treasures an antique 
doll that once belonged 
to Miss Richards; the 
doll, named Frances, 
now sits in the room 
whenever Marge hosts 
a club meeting. 
The Browning Club 
still meets twice a month 
from Septemberto May, 
and the members are 






The cover of 0 special program created for 
the Browning Club's 1 DOth anniversary. 
The Browning Club's attendance roster for 
the faff of 1950. 
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History and Restoration of the 1928 BGMU 
Pump House 
By Christy Spurlock 
The exterior of the Pump House before (left) and after (right) restoration. 
The recently completed restoration of the BGMU Pump 
House at 700 East Main Avenue has been a labor of love by 
members of Landmark. Slated for demolition, the structure had 
been an ongoing topic of discussion by the Landmark Board 
over a two year period. Landmark board members did not want 
the city to lose the brick structure with its unique limestone 
foundation, limestone sills, keystones, quoins, and day tile roof. 
Working in cooperation with BGMU, the structure was leased 
to Landmark and in the summer of 2010 restoration work 
began in earnest under the direction of Jason Hildabrand. 
With his expertise in historical restoration, Jason was able to 
develop a comprehensive restoration plan for the 1928 Pump 
House and spent hundreds of volunteer hours himself restoring 
the structure's exterior and interior: Security window grills were 
removed, wooden windows were removed and scraped, painted 
and reglazed, exterior woodwork scraped, painted, a new door 
was crafted, roof tiles repaired, new storm windows installed, 
interior surfaces painted and much more. 
Landmark members were committed to saving the structure, 
not just due to its aesthetic beauty, but also for its historical 
significance. The 1928 Pump House has an interesting and 
pivotal role in the city's water development and the history of 
Reservoir Park, named after the open air reservoir that once 
supplied the city's water. 
Before any type of water pumping or filtration system was 
used, Bowling Green residents relied on a series of wells, and 
naturally occurring water sources. As the city's population 
increased, more came to rely on the public well on the 
courthouse grounds. Despite efforts to protect the public water, 
supply, contaminated water was the source of much illness for 
early residents. 
By the middle ofthe 19th century, wells such as Dr. Thomas 
B. Wright's at his home on the corner of State and 11th Street 
supplied water to many residents. Errand boys were sent by 
many downtown business owners to the Wright well for drinking 
water. Dr. Wright was a city representative and he championed 
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the building of a comprehensive city water works system. 
In 1866, the Kentucky Legislature granted the Bowling 
Green Water Works Company the right to organize. Land was 
purchased at both College Knob in 1868 for a reservoir, and 
on the Barren River end of Chestnut Street. Also in 1868, 
Louisville civil engineer Charles Hermany was employed to 
develop the Bowling Green system. The system designed by 
Hermany could pump up to 648,000 gallons a day, cost a total 
of $125,000. 
At the Chestnut 
Street station, a pump 
and a pump station 
were installed, for the 
purpose of pumping 
water from the Barren 
River up to an open 
reservoir constructed 
in 1871 atop Hospital 
Hill. The open 
reservoir and the 
grounds surrounding 
eventually became a 
popular leisure spot for 
area residents. 
Tales of what was 
found or fell into the 
open reservoir over the 
years ran the gambit 
form the plausible 
to the absurd. No 
doubt by modern 
standards, the system 
was unsanitary and 
many commented on 
the pollution af the 
city's water supply. 
The interior of the Pump House before (top) 
and after (bottom) restoration. The pho-
tograph on the bottom shows the interior 
during the 20 I 0 Christmas Tour of Homes. 
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Cast iron pipes varying from 2-6 inches in diameter ran 
thraughout the present day downtown area. Once atop 
Reservoir Hill, gravity assisted in getting the water downtown 
to residents. In 1886 a Dixon Steam Pump was installed and 
used until 1909 when the city purchased another steam pump. 
Semi -diesel equipment was installed with generators to provide 
currentforthe pumps around 1920. The system was used until 
1921. In 1921 a sediment basin adjacent to the reservoir was 
erected. 
Problems continued as the city expanded and the demand for 
water increased. By 1926 the water situation was pronounced 
"serious" and the city appropriated $1,500 for a consulting 
engineer. The verdict of the report was that the health of the 
citizenry was in danger due to water not adequately filtered 
and the pumps at the" old pump house" were inadequate for 
the demand. The "new" Pump House of 1928 came out of a 
major expansion to the city's water system. 
The city contracted Chester Engineering of Philadelphia to 
survey the city's water system and offer recommendations. The 
building at 700 East Main was designed by Chester Engineering 
of Philadelphia and erected in 1928 to house the high powered 
water pumps. Dravo, Dopier and Company installed the water 
pumps. A driving force behind the expansion was Bowling 
Green mayor A. Scott Hines. Hines advocated the building 
of both a water plant and for larger pipes. The "new" Pump 
House was located near the old steps leading to the reservoir. 
Also in 1928 a 150,000 gallon elevated storage camp was 
erected on Western's campus. In 1869 pumping capacity was 
450 gallons a minute. In 1928, capacity went up to 2,000 
gallons per minute. 
Over the next several decades the city continued to improve 
and modify the city's waterworks. In 1970 when the iconic 
red white and blue water storage tank was built, another 
underground pump station was used. Later a new pump station 
was built downhill from the 1928 building. The 1928 pump 
station was used in emergencies s as late as the 1990s to keep 
the one million gallon red, white and blue tank topped off in 
very hot weather. 
The beautifully restored 1928 Pump House was featured 
on the 2010 Landmark Christmas Tour of Homes. The Pump 
House received the 2011 Commercial Award from Operation 
Pride. The Upper East Main Historic District Neighborhood 
received a SNAP grantto help with landscaping ofthe grounds 
around the structure. Once an eyesore, the structure is now 
an asset to the community. 
Landmark Association would like to thank all members who 
donated money and volunteer hours to the 1928 Pump House's 
restoration ... 
Water was pumped from the Barren River at the foot of Chestnut Street 
up to the Reservoir; where it flowed via pipe and gravity into town. 
The pump house was added in the late-I 920s to give additional water 
pressure to the area southwest, particularly the water works' largest cus-
tomer, Western Kentucky State Teachers College. Eventually a water tank 
was built atop of Western's hill. Courtesy of Kentucky Library, WKU. 
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Reservoir Hill became a rustic pork 
for local citizens. Here some ladies 
toke respite by the reservoir's edge 
with the undulating countryside 
east of town in the background. 
Courtesy of Kentucky Library, WKU. 
At one time Reservoir Hill featured 
a fish pond, a wading pond, and a 
miniature golf course. Here some 
folks relax on the stone steps lead-
ing to the fish pond. Courtesy of 
Kentucky Library, WKU. 
Highlights of Public Water History in Bowling Green 
1866 Kentucky Legislature granted the Bowling Green Water 
Works Company the right to organize. 
1868 Land purchased on College Knob as suitable grounds for 
a reservoir. Reservoir system developed by Charles 
Hermany, superintendent of the Louisville Water Works. 
1871 Open reservoir was constructed. 
1 921 Steam pumpers at treatment facility were converted to 
diesel. Sediment basin erected next to the reservoir. 
1926 Bowling Green enters a contract with Chester Engineers 
to survey and report on the city's water system. 
1 927 Another contract between the city and Chester Engineers 
for plans for and supervision of necessary improvements 
to the waterworks. 
1928 Watertreatmentfacility on Chestnut completed. System 
consisted of Barren River collection pipe, four filters 
and two sedimentation basins. This is also when 
chlorination of water began. Pump House and water 
plant constructed. 
1929 Storage tank on Western campus erected. 
1957 5,000,000 gallon steel umbrella roof storage tank built 
on Hospital Hill. 
1970 The iconic red, white and blue storage tank was 
completed. 
1972 Nashville Road one million gallon tank constructed. 
2010 Pump house restoration by Landmark Association 
started. 
Works Cited: Builders of Louisville. (1922). Louisville Times; Bowling 
Green Municipal Utilities. 
(2011) http://www.bgmu.com/water2_history.htm. (website); 
Morningstar, Jane (1946, Moy 4). 
How Our Water-Works Work. Park City Daily News.; Morningstar, Jane 
(1947, March 23). 
Emerging Firm Makes Report on Water System. Pork City Doily News; 
Morningstar;. Jane (1962, 
January 14). Park City Daify News; Nancy Baird and Carol Crowe 
Carra co. (1999). Bowling Green and Warren County: A Bicentennial 
History. Bowling Green: Bicentennial Publications. 
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Watterson's Speech at Fountain Square 
Dedication 
[Editor's note: This is a verbatim transcript of Henry 
Watterson's speech forthe official dedication of Fountain Square 
Park on June 5, 1872. Watterson was the editor of the Louisville 
Courier-Journal at the time.] 
I thank you, Mr. Mayor, and I thank you, ladies and gentlemen, 
for the cordiality of this reception. When your very flattering 
summons reached me, I was engaged in duties not wholly 
unimportant; but, in spite of much distrust of myself, I could not 
resist the temptation to be identified, albeit in an humble way, 
with so pleasing a ceremony; and I was the more ready to come, 
since, recognizing the neighborly claims which you have upon 
my time and labor, I believe that this undertaking, so admirably 
and so happily completed, is calculated to raise the credit and 
contribute to the best interest of this city. 
In laying the foundations for an organized community two 
gloomy but practical necessities present themselves to the 
most ideal pioneers in civilization; some spot must be set apart 
as a place of burial, and this is quickly followed by the almost 
equally melancholy duty which calls for the erection of a place 
of confinement for malefactors and breakers ofthe law. You are 
fortunate in your epoch, you are happy in having had these sad, 
colonial offices performed for you years ago. You have come now 
into the artistic period of your life; and, instead of inaugurating 
cemeteries and prisons, you are met to dedicate a Park and to 
ask God's blessing on a Fountain. 
I cannot tell you, now that I am in the midst of you and am 
able to look for myself upon the beauty and promise of your 
work, how much pleasure it gives me to be employed as your 
mouth-piece on this occasion. I am used to a ruder service; 
and I engage in this as a man returns from wars or travels, a 
little worn and a little weary, yet rejoicing in his heart at the 
peacefulness and serenity he sees about him, and, after many 
ups and downs upon the boisterous stream of affairs, taking 
interest in the smallesttrifles that affect the household and break 
the monotony of the fireside. When I last stood in this place it 
was the theater of a drama in which some of us acted and all 
of us suffered. The Headquarters of an assembling army were 
here. Commanders, and embryo heroes, were familiar to you; 
staff officers and couriers dashed through your streets with the 
reckless freedom of war gods; martial objects blocked up your 
obscurest walks and ways; redoubts and rifle-pits fenced you 
in from the world outside; troops moved to and fro by day and 
night; your homes, yourfields and your meadows were usurped 
by soldiers. Your great forest trees went down before the military 
axe as if they had been the enemies and not the friends ·of the· 
public weal. 
We had just begun a bloody civil feud. Bowling Green was an 
armed camp, the center of great transactions and the object of 
splendid warlike hopes. 
What changes the coming and going of these ten years have 
wrought! The marks of battle are at length effaced. The lean and 
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wrinkled countenance 
of the poor, scarred 
earth, as far as the eye 
can see, has fattened 
with the genial fruition 
of nature; has grown 
ruddy, as it were 
breaking into the 
laughter of corn-rows 
and the joyous fullness 
of peace. The memory 
of those by-gone 
trials and afflictions 
is passing away like 
apparitions, over the 
grass-grown ridges and 
flower-laden hillocks 
that remain in the 
fancy to chasten, notto 
sadden, our lives. They 
mingle with other and 
yet older recollections. 
They disturb us now 
no more than earlier 
griefs that come 
back to us when we 
wander alone among 
the haunts of our 
childhood and listen 
to the bells which tinkle 
so drowsily that we can 
scarce distinguish the 
sounds of sorrow from 
the notes of joy. 
You have been self-
reliant and active, and 
you have prospered. 
You have not daudled 
your time away in 
useless repining; and 
Henry Watterson, who gave the dedication 
speech at Fountain Square Pork, 1872. 
Courtesy of Kentucky Library, WKU 
I 
John Cox Underwood, Bowling Green's sec-
ond mayor who was also on architect and 
engineer, designed Fountain Square Pork. 
behold the results around you. A dingy and war-stained hamlet, 
which looked when I first saw it as if the Great Architect had 
dropped a handful of odd beam ends and chimney stacks and 
not taken times to put them fairly together, you have produced 
out of the wreck and powder-cloud an inland city which is known 
all over this country for its thrift, progress and fine appearance. 
You have emulated the story of Aladdin; and you have achieved 
some ofthe wonders ofthe Lamp. You are watered by a reservoir 
which will compare with Fairmount. You are lighted by gas and 
purity and cheapness of which would, if suddenly turned upon 
Louisville, dazzle and astonish and delighter her people. You 
have, in this enchanting green spot, with its statues and its 
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fountain, a decoration which the commercial metropolis of your 
State would be proud to call her own, and can by no means 
match. You have reason to rejoice; for it is all the work of your 
handicraft, the fruit of your own home industry. 
We are often told that that which is most needed by a growing 
and ambitious community is what are facetiously denominated 
"a score or two of first rate funerals." Your experience contradicts 
this rash, unfeeling epigram; for you have many old and rich men 
among you, and I am told that, so far from setting you back, 
or throwing themselves across the pathway of your progress, 
they have been among your livest spirits. May I not violate a 
too common rule, and wish that these old men may be with 
you long? We cannot hope that the waters of this fountain 
will partake of the qualities of that mythical spring which the 
romantic Spaniard soughtthrough the delusive blooms and fatal 
mists of the Floridas. They cannot, pure and sweet though they 
be, impart everlasting life. But they have power to quicken and 
freshen and prolong the vital energies; and may they prove not 
less the solace of your old than the delight of your young. May 
the Park, itself, become your social rendezvous, a place - "For 
talking age and whispering lovers made." 
May its hold upon your affections grow with your growth and 
strengthen with your strength as it deepens and mellows into the 
free and common resort of the rich and poor. May its shadows 
multiply- may its grass never be stained or blighted-may the 
music of its fountain, murmuring the mysterious story of nature to 
the starts by night and keeping time to the busy pulse oftrade by 
day, be always the music of peace and love. "A thing of beauty is 
a joy forever." In this Fountain Park of yours you possess a thing 
of beauty; and it is for you to do the rest, to watch it and tend it, 
still adorning it; to use it; for I need not tell you that parks, like 
other human contrivances, depend upon human interest and 
go forward or backward as they are supported or neglected by 
the people. 
I can, myse~, remember when the great Central Park, which 
is the perfection of landscape gardening and outdoor splendor, 
was a most squalid and unsightly outskirt of New York City. Not 
more than twenty years ago the Bois de Boulogne, near Paris, 
was a mere cast-away. They have flourished in the hearts, as 
well as in the pockets, of the communities which they celebrate, 
whilst other famous grounds and gardens, less fortunate in their 
ownership or condition, have gone to ruin. 
It is a mistake-the mistake of semi-barbarism-to suppose 
that money spent on public places of this description is wasted. 
Se~-enlargement, hardly less than self-culture, is a fundamental 
principle of all progress. A city without amusements will be a 
city without material growth. A city without public ornaments 
cannot be a city of very high aims or achievements. There are 
little capitals in Europe, hardly bigger than Bowling Green, which 
have been famous for centuries. A picture-gallery, a library, a 
(continued on page 8) 
~~--~~~~~--, 
Bowling Green's Fountain was purchased from the J.L. Matt Company of New York City. The six thousand pounds of zinc affoy pieces were shipped to 
Bowling Green via rail. The original stone fountain only lasted a decade before it had to be removed. 
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(Fountain Square, continued from page 7) 
f . of this, that the loveliness 
of the little maiden who 
has been left behind 
exceeds immeasurably 
the mere costliness and 
obesity of the older girl, 
who puts on so many airs 
and graces ond would 
have you believe that 
the kings of the world 
have been doing nothing 
these dozen years but 
bowing and scraping to 
her! You have reason to 
be satisfied and to thank 
God that your lot has 
been cast so happily. But 
you must not weary of 
well-doing. Having done 
so much, you must do 
more. You have opened 
shop, as it were, and 
advertised your wares. 
You must add to them 
constantly, "keep up the 
stock," and, as you get This photograph of the Gilbert Sisters Bond performing in Fountain Square Park is the only known image showing the 
original stone fountain mentioned by Watterson in his speech. Courtesy of Kentucky Library, WKU. the means, continue the 
work of material and artistic development. It is with cities as it 
is with households. little objects of ornament, if now and then 
supplied and carefully preserved, multiply amazingly and without 
any conscious outlay. They increase, like books, we scarce know 
how, until a single halffilled shelf has enlarged to a whole room-
full. Nor this only; they improve the public taste and elevate 
the public aim, germinating new aspirations and ideas among 
the people; opening up new avenues of enterprise and culture. 
The very face that this fountain of yours is hewn out of a superlb 
yet inexpensive stone, obtained at your very elbow, will prove 
immensely practical in this; that it will suggest the building of 
houses out of the same material. Five and twenty years from 
this day there may be many streets thus built up, and all sprung 
from the one suggestion. The old era of domestic architecture 
is passing away. A thriftier and more picturesque economy is 
coming to recognize the charm and value of substantiality. The 
day of wooden follies, let us hope, is well-nigh over. For you 
it ought to be quite over; because, with such a quarry at your 
door-sill there is no reason why the Bowling Green of the future 
may not be a city of stone and iron. 
cathedral, a pleasure garden, a fountain--o mere street- may 
invite strangers from near and far. Who has not felt the charm 
of many gas-jets, of gayly-lighted shops at night and happy 
crowds of people moving to and fro? These are not necessarily 
the exclusive property of the great cities. They are, it is true, a 
part of the pageantry of capitals, but they are also within reach 
of the humblest, who move forward with the aspiration which 
marks your progress here in Bowling Green. 
You occupy a pasition of great advantage. A leading highway, 
branching into two separate regions of the South, passes by your 
door. Intersecting lines of communication, which have been 
talked of for years, are sure to be constructed. In the meantime 
you are growing. There is something in a name, too; and you 
have a name familiar, musical and suggestive. Everybody has 
heard of Bowling Green. Everybody knows that Bowling Green 
is a town in Kentucky, and there is no other Bowling Green; 
or if there be, it is a namesake, and generally speaking, our 
namesakes, if they do us little credit, do us no great harm. Your 
enterprise in this instance shows you to be a people having a 
generous public taste; and, now that you have spent so much in 
forming and decorating this actual type of your city-this veritable 
bowling-green- you cannot afford to stop and you are not likely 
to stop. I am going back to your big sister on the Ohio-sunning . 
herself and flaunting her skirts with the vainglorious conceit of 
the rather ancient vestal in the story that did not getthe Prince's 
hand in marriage-<Jnd I shall say to her, "beware of Cinderella!" 
Things stranger than that, my friends, have happened, and 
without the enchantment of glass slippers or magic fountains. 
But whether, in this instance, out in all tits details or not, be sure 
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I am not going to deliver a lecture, however, on domestic 
architecture. I speak of these things, as I pass, because they 
interest me, and not from any expectation of instructing you. 
What I would seriously impress upan your mind is the real promise 
of the future which lies before you; a future which I truly believe 
will surpass your expectations. You have at this moment in the 
midst of you a body of observant gentlemen from every part of 
(continued on page 10) 
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(Browning Club, continued from page 3) 
still very conscientious about preparing a program that will 
be interesting for everyone. Rather than a detailed schedule 
with assigned topics, the club is now more apt to choose a 
broader theme, such as biographies, literary award winners, 
current fiction or nonfiction, and women writers, with members 
using their creativity to choose a specific topic to research and 
present. For example, in recent years, topics have ranged from 
international culture (a Japanese tea ceremony, treasures 
of China) to science and medicine (global warming, organ 
transplants, strokes, longevity, the cells of Henrietta Lacks, 
Dr. Paul Farmer), history (limestone fences in Kentucky, 
Founding Fathers, Founding Mothers, Supreme Court Justices, 
Sacajawea, Bowling Green's own Duncan Hines, figures in 
modern Islamic culture, Laura Bush's memoir), literature (Emily 
Dickinson, Kentucky writer Silas House), and the arts (Renoir, 
Chopin, Frederick Law Olmstead). The national park system, 
building schools in Afghanistan, and sailing solo across the 
Atlantic Ocean are other examples of eclectic interests. Clearly, 
the women's education has been, in Robert Browning's words, 
II crowded with culture." 
Cognizant of its own history and longevity, the Browning 
Club has faithfully marked anniversaries. The 60th anniversary 
celebration, as reported in a linda listens column in the Daily 
News, was held on Moy 17, 1955 atthe Porish House of Christ 
Episcopal Church. Miss Noro Greer, charter member, and Miss 
Mattie Hatcher, a member for 59 years, were honored with 
orchid corsages. After a luncheon, the two women shared their 
memories of the early years, including the very interesting fact 
that no formal minutes were keptforthe club's first half century. 
The 75th, 80th, and 90th anniversories were also observed, with 
Club Historion Mary Lou Parrish and others writing a history 
of the club given to each member. The milestone centennial 
celebration was held in April 1995. A delightful tea and lively 
fellowship were enjoyed by the members and their invited 
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The 1938-1939 Browning Club yeorbook 
which indicated that Chino was the topic of 
discussion that year. 
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guests from all 
the other women's 
literary clubs in 
Bowling Green. As 
Ann Fields says, 
the focus of the 
club has olways 
been on learning. 
Members are 
"educated women 
who wont to 
continue to be 
learners," and 
their interest in 
learning new 
things with each 
other has been 
sustained over the 
generations. 
Members, 
who now hail from 
Kentucky, New York, 
Browning Club members at the 100th anniversary celebration on April 
25, 1995. Floor: Elsie Hatcher, Lindo Surface, Mary Lou Parrish; seated: 
Gretchen Niva, Doris Hendrick, Bonito Dowse, Martha Jean Clark, Mary 
Lynn Wigodsky; standing: Carol White, Shirley Holfand, Nancy Cheek, 
Jean Nehm, Ann Fields, and Marge Sagbiel. 
Illinois, Indiana, Alabama, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin, are 
proud to honor the Browning Club's historic traditions. But it 
should not be assumed that they are a tableau, frozen in the 
past. The club's minutes, carefully archived in the Kentucky 
Library and Museum, show the passoge oftime as they change 
from handwritten to typed to computer-generated manuscripts. 
In addition, members have enthusiastically taken advantage 
of the Internet to research their topics as well as to read book 
reviews and find new books. Carol White, who uses e-mail 
to send friendly reminders of meetings, was the first member 
to incorporate a laptop computer during a program on Laura 
Hillenbrand's Seabiscuit when she shared on audio call of the 
famous horse's race. Nancy Cheek was the first member to 
use a Kindle, and Gretchen Niva the first to use a Nook. Other 
members, too, have embraced the new methods to achieve 
their familiar goal of lifelong leorning. 
This kind of technology would, of course, have been 
unimaginable to Robert Browning. But it is interesting to 
speculate about what the great poet might think of today's 
Browning Club in Bowling Green. Most likely, he would not 
be offended that the members have broodened their study to 
include many other authors, for he himself was the president of 
two literary clubs in London, the New Shakespeare Society and 
the Wordsworth Society (Greer 164). Certainly, he would be 
very proud that the club awards its entire annual treasury to the 
winner of the poetry contest in Western Kentucky University's 
English Department. And most assuredly, he would be pleased 
that the club founded in his name over 1 16 years ago continues 
the dedicated study of literature to the mutual pleasure and 
edification of its members . .A. 
Works Cited: Browning, Robert. "A Grammarian's Funeral."; Robert 
Browning's Poetry: Authoritative Texts and Criticism. Ed. James F. 
Loucks ond Andrew M. Stauffer. New York: W. W Norton, 2007. 267; 
Buchanan, Robert. W. Review. Robert Browning's Poetry: Authoritative 
Texts and Criticism. Ed. James F. Loucks and Andrew M . Stouffer. New 
York: W. W Norton, 2007. 508; Greer, Louise. Browning and America. 
Chapel Hill : U of North Carolina Press, 1952.; Hawley, Natalie R. 
"Literature in Rochester 1865 - 1905." Rochester History . Eds Dexter 
Perkins and Bloke McKelvey. X.1. Jan. 1948: 5. Web. 
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Men As Lovers 
[Editor's note: This small clipping, from an unide ntified source, 
was found in a Bowling Green scrapbook from the 1880s and 
proffers advice to young men in love.] 
In the first place, it is an imposition on any well-bred young 
girl to keep her up loterthan 10:30 o'clock, when you have the 
opportunity of seeing her often. If you always leave he r with a wish 
in her heart that you had staid [sic] longer, you gain so much. 
Never run the risk of wearying her with your presence. Be just as 
earnest and straightforward as in your honorable dealing with 
men. Impress your friends with the worthiness and seriousness 
of your love, so that vulgar and senseless bantering will appear 
to them as such. Love is religion-the supremest happiness, 
wear it manfully and proudly, but holily. Woo a woman bravely. 
If there is anything humiliating to a woman, it is to have a love~ 
whom she wishes to honar, weak and vapid, ever yielding and 
half afraid of her. She longs to tell him to "act like a man!" The 
man who conceals or denies his love for fear of be ing la~ghed . 
ot is a coward. A move that has no element of divinity in it is not 
love, but passion, which of itse~ has nothing ennobling. That 
was a beautiful inscription on an engagement ring, "Each for 
the othe r and both for God." • 
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(Fountain Square, continued from page 8) 
Ke ntucky. They come here from the aid and thickly-populated 
bluegrass cauntry. They come here from the almost unknown 
country beyond the Tennessee. But they will go hence sensible, 
as I am, of your strong points, both of cohesion and attraction. 
They will go hence with a very distinct notion thot Bowling Green 
is a point on the map: and thot is not so small a matter as some 
people may think, for I once saw in a French geography Paducah 
set dawn as the county-seat of Illinois. 
I shall not detain you any longer. It is my habit rother to 
look after the reporting of other men's speeches than to make 
speeches of my own. I should not have taken the place assigned 
me by your kind partiality in this instance but that, aside from a 
certain sense of duty which did not perhaps apply to me more 
directly than to another, the proposed gathering about this 
fountain and beneath these trees recalled vividly to my mind and 
heart the pleasures and the aspirations of a day thot is gone. I 
suppose that every man's life, however prosperous and happy, 
contains within itse~ certain unattainable longings and irrational 
regrets. For my own part these are strongest with me when I am 
reminded ofthe old village-life-the old home-life-whereofthe 
smallest particles were full of romance and poetry- whereof 
everything partook more or less of the nature of a song. There 
are those in this compony whose existence has been mainly so 
made up. Your own peaceful little city, cradled in rolling meadows 
so quiet thot the wonder is they have not rocked you to sleep, 
is, like a mid-summer melody, a pretty dream of the golden 
daybreok,-- "where in angels prophesy,/I 
Adorable vision of the new Day!-so full of energetic life yet 
so serene-cling to it and build upon it! The foundation of every 
great fortune-the foundation of every great enterprise, is that 
glorious yearning which ceases to inspire and delight us only 
when it is fulfilled. Cherish it all of us! It makes us better men 
and women. It is the good ambition and the good purpose of 
those who followed the star, God-given and heaven-marked, 
which ever shines just above us and beyond us. The patter 
of the fauntain in the moonlight- the shadow of the trees in 
the noontide-the music of the church-bells-the noise of the 
children and the birds--the cry of the crickets as the sun goes 
down- the roll of wheels upon the streets-all the sights and 
sounds that go round and round and through and through this 
Fountain Park, tell, in one sort and another, the familiar story of 
human effort and achievement which men look forward to with 
hope and back upon with sorrow; efforts which make us happy 
in the morning and achievements which send us sadly to our last 
repose at night; efforts and achievements which, like our young, 
we would not port with though they fill us with a thousand cares. 
Happy little city, knee-deep in meadow grass, half hid in 
flowers! It is your wedding day. Your fountain is your a~ar; and 
your household gods are many and fairt~ see. May they flourish 
long and bloodlessly! • 
Landmark Report 10 
Interesting Item from Bowling Green's Past 
Ray Buckberry recently found an old piece of scrip printed 
specifically for use by Bowling Green businesses during the 
Depression. Typically scrip is associated with specific companies, 
such as coal firms, but it was used by many communities during 
the Depression. On March 8, 1933, The Park City Daily News 
reported on the scrip' 5 use: 
"Approximately $10,000 [the order actually climbed to 
$22,000 according to the paper two days later] in local scrip 
will be circulated in Bowling Green within the next few days 
as a medium of exchange designed to "turn over" rapidly and 
to discourage the hoarding of available currency during the 
period of financial unrest. 
At a meeting of business men and women held yesterday 
afternoon at the City Hall, it was decided the plan would be 
of great benefit to the community at this time and steps were 
taken to immediately put it into operation. 
An order for the lithographing of the scrip bills was placed 
with a Nashville concern as it is impossible to do work of this 
type in Bowling Green. City Attorney George W. Meuth went to 
Nashville today to see a proof of the work and it is very likely 
the bills will be here Friday ready for distribution. 
It was decided to circulate approximately $10,000 worth of 
scrip and to increase the amount to $20,000 if necessary. 
Today 57 concerns had signified their intention of issuing 
and recognizing scrip as legal tender in transaction of local 
business. [The 57 businesses were then listed by name.] 
E.G. Dent, member of the C.D.5. Drug Company firm and 
former member of the State Highway Commission has been 
named trustee of the scrip fund and is to make a bond of 
$10,000 to guarantee correct handling of the $10,000 to be 
issued. 
The plan has no relation to bank accounts or to lending 
Bowling Gteen, 
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money. It must be understood. To obtain $1 worth of scrip, a 
merchant or private citizen must place $1 in cash in the fund. 
This $1 scrip will be accompanied by 50 stamps which are free 
of charge. The individual making the purchase and receiving 
the stamps is known in the plan as the "purchase r. II When the 
purchaser pays this one dollar in scrip to an employee or some 
other person he affixes one of the stamps. Scrip is a medium of 
exchange without any stamps but each time it passes through 
the hands of one of the purchasers, another stamp is affixed. 
When 50 of the stamps have been put on the back of the bill, 
it is redeemable with Trustee Dent in currency for full value. 
Backers of the move state the method will keep available 
funds in circulation in Bowling Green and will aid greatly as a 
temporary relief measure until the national situation is cleared. 
The scrip bills are to be issued in only two denominations, 
twenty cents and one dollar. It is suggested that purchasers 
refrain from redeeming the 20 cent bills in order that they be 
held for use in making change," 
A subsequent article published on March la, 1933 described 
the scrip: 
"In one corne r of the face of each bill there is the following 
wording: "Community Script, Bowling Green, Kentucky. This 
certificate is secured by the deposit in bank vault of $1 in United 
States Currency. Not good unless seal of the City of Bowling 
Green is attached hereon. 
In the center the city seal is impressed and on the right side 
of the bill is the following wording: 'Upon presentation of 
this certificate with 50 self liquidating stamps cancelled and 
affixed on reverse side hereof I will pay to bearer the sum of 
$1 in United States Currency, this March la, 1933, E. G. Dent, 
Trustee,'l1 .A. 
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This piece of local scrip was never used, as the seal of the city of Bowling Green was never embossed in the center. 
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Perhaps yau could pass this newsletter along to someone you think would be interested in 
supporting Landmark's efforts in historic preservation advocacy. 
I (we) want to support the Historic Preservation efforts in Bawling Green and Warren County. 
Name -------------------------------------------------------------
Mailing Address _______________________________________________________ _ 
City _____________________________ State __________ Zip _ ______________ _ 
Telephone _____________________ _ E-mail _________________________________ _ 
------------------------- Levels of Membership -------------------------
1 Foundation $25 
1 Doric Order $50 
Checks should be payable to: 
[ 1 Ionic Order $100 
1 Corinthian Order $250 
Landmark Association 
P.O. Box 1812 
80wling Green, KY 42102-1812 
[ 1 Entablature $500 
1 Cornice $1,000 
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